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The Star, The Globe, 
a n d  
The 1775 Ontario Elect ion 
By J. Michael Jordan 
Two nine-column, broadsheet newspapers were selected, 
the Toronto Star and the Globe and Mail. The study 
covered the election period from August 12 to September 
17, 1975, inclusive, approximately five and a half news- 
paper weeks. 
The stories which were selected appeared in the news 
columns and (1) concerned either a single leader or 
party spokesman's statements, movement, or actions; 
(2) were written by staff journalists; ( 3 )  and were 
not what could be deemed 'interpretative journalism'. 
Stories that appeared as "Analysis" were recorded but 
not coded for content, as were the editorials and 
Queen's Park columns. Pictures were also recorded and 
coded. (An explanation of the purpose and process for 
doing so will be presented later.) 
The present study utilized essentially the same 
variables as the KZein and Maccoby study. (See Media 
Probings). However, the analysis was extended to the 
entire paper and not simply limited to the front page. 
The front page and certain pages allocated to election 
coverage, herein referred to as the "election pages", 
comprise 80% of the total newspaper election coverage 
in both papers. By observing the interaction of the 
two placement variables, the one being vertical place- 
ment and the other horizontal, a placement matrix was 
achieved. All that remained was to note then the 
individual party's representation in each cell of the 
matrix, measured in column Once this had 
been accomplished, it would then be possible to plot 
further interaction with other variables such as time, 
page origin, and issue. What resulted was a method 
whereby a distinct event or issue of the election 
could be isolated and compared between papers, and 
parties, by some standard of importance or significance. 
The procedure also produced a graphic representation of 
the campaign's 'ups and downs', thus avoiding tables 
which try to present column inches across a large num- 
ber of variables and are consequently unreadable, or 
merge measures of performance into one index and are 
incomprehensible. 
Editorials and Columns 
The Star was the first of the two papers to offer 
editorial endorsement. On August 27, it presented 
Robert Nixon, leader of the Liberal Party, as an alter- 
native to Premier William Davis, The Globe did not 
respond until- September 9, when it expressed its favour 
for the Progressive Conservatives. Throughout the cam- 
paign all parties were featured i.n editorials, and in 
the respective columns. The frequency of appearance, 
and how they were rated is reported below. 
Table 1 
Number of Globe Editorials by Rating. 
Party Positive Negative Neutral Total 
P.C. 5 2 - 
Lib. - - 
7 
N.D.P. - 1 2 
5 
1 
5 
Table 2 
Number of Star Editorials by Rating 
Party Positive Negative Neutral Total 
P.C. 1 6 1 8 
Lib. 4 1 - 
N.D.P. 2 2 - 4 
5 
Table 3 
The Number of Norman Webster's Coumns (Globe) by Ratin6 
Party Positive Negative Neutral Total 
P.C. 1 - 6 
Lib. 1 1 2 4 
7 
N.D.P. 4 - - 4 
Table 4 
The Number of Robert Miller's Columns (Star) by Ratinq 
Party Positive Negative Neutral Total 
P.C. - 6 2 8 
Lib. 4 1 1 6 
N.D.P. 3 1 - 4 
As can be seen in the tables, editorial endorsement 
does not simply mean that the paper favours one party; 
it also means that it finds disfavour with others, and 
sometimes its own. What is of interest was the apparent 
attempt to balance criticism to the endorsed party. On 
August 14, the Star printed its only "negative" editorial 
about Nixon. It criticized his handling of the "inte- 
grity" issue. On that same day, Miller's column praised 
Nixon and the column headline read "Integrity is indeed 
a fair issue," 
Column Inches 
The basic measure of newspaper copy is the column inch, 
(One inch of type measured down one column). The distribu- 
tion between the two papers for each of the parties is 
reported below. 
Table 5 
Globe Column Inches By Party 
Party Column Inches - N - % 
P.C. 1039 59 40 
Lib. 789 47 30 
N.D.P. 789 2 -22 
Total 2617 153 100 
Table 6 
Star Column Inches By Party 
Party Column Inches N 
- - % 
POCO 763 48 39 
Lib, 590 33 29 
N.D.P. 608 
- 222 31 
Total 1950 126 100 
Add to these totals, the sums of that copy devoted to 
"Analysis" and the newspapers total coverage increased. 
The Star featured 1,395 column inches of 'analysis' 
bringing the paper's total 3,367. The Globe offered 
only 764 inches of 'analysis', the total of "news" and 
"analysis" be in^ 3,381. Therefore, there was a differ- 
ence of only fourteen inches between the two papers in 
total election coverage, 
The Placement Matrix 
Klein and Maccoby indentified two 'dimensions of 
placement'. The one measure which was specifically 
hoxlizontal was 'Headline T pel. This variable is com- 
prised of three values: (ly the one column head, (2) 
the two-three column head and (3) the most sought after, 
the four or more column head, This distribution between 
parties in the two papers is reported below. 
Table 7 
Headl ine  Type By P a r t y  
o r t e d  i n  Column Inches  i n  t h e  Star 
Headl ine  Type - P.C. Lib. 
- 
N.D.P. 
1 Column 30 34 3 2 
1-:> Columns 575 322 346 
44- Columns 233 2 170 
763 590 608 
Table  8 
Headl ine  Type By P a r t y  
Reported i n  Column Inches  i n  t h e  Globe 
I Ieadl ine  Tppe P.C. L i b .  
-
IJ. D . P .  
1 Column 40 17 11 
2-5 Columns 
4 +  Columns 
V e r t i c a l  placement was i d e n t i f i e d  by n o t i n g  column 
o r i g i n  of  t h e  s t o r y .  I n  a  nine-column b roadshee t ,  
column n i n e  or t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e  of  the  paper  assumes 
t h e  p r e f e r r e d  p o s i  t i  on;  s t o r i e s  o r i  6;inatinf; i n  column 
one a r e  of second p r e f e r e n c e  ; and s t o r i e s  o r i [ ; ina t ing  
above t h e  f o l d  bu t  n o t  i n  column n i n e  o r  m e ,  a r e  of 
t h i r d  p re f e r ence .  S t o r i e s  appea r ing  below t h e  f o l d  
would be t h o s e  l e a s t  p r e f e r r e d .  Table  0 and 10 i n d i c a t e  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  between p a r t i e s  and v e r t i c a l  placemknt. 
Tpble 9 
V e r t i c a l  Placement by P a r t y  
Reported i n  Column Inches  i n  t h e  Globe 
V e r t i c a l  Placement Y.C. 
- 
Lib. 
-
N.D.P. 
Below Fold  2 36 198 
Column 3-7 148 120 
270 
118 
Column 1 207 2 50 187 
Column 9 447 220 
-
214 
-
1039 789 789 
Table 10  
V e r t i c a l  Placement by Par ty  
Reported i n  Column Inches i n  t h e  S t a r  
V e r t i c a l  Placement - P.C. - Lib .  N.D.P. 
Below Fold 187 139 216 
Column 3-7 109 65 28 
Column 1 200 170 113 
Column 9 267 217 2T1 
763 590 608 
.... . 
The Racetrack 
A campaign i s  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  t ime and once begun 
assumes t h e  metaphor and vernacular  of t h e  r a c e  t r ack .  
Each c o n t e s t a n t ' s  performance i s  monitored and repor ted  
a t  c e r t a i n  c r u c i a l  l e n g t h s  around t h e  t rack .  The p ress  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e  fond of t h i s  genre of ana lys i s .  The 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of time a s  a  v a r i a b l e  allowed t h e  analys  
of placement t o  proceed t o  a  h igher  l e v e l ,  It was then 
p o s s i b l e  t o  speak of i n c r e a s e ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  o r  decrease 
throughout t h e  campaign. The method was a s  fol lows:  t o  
observe t h e  p a r t y ' s  t o t a l . c o v e r s g e  throughout t h e  cam- 
paign and then t o  d i v i d e  t h a t  coverage i n t o  coverage 
which appeared above t h e  f o l d  and coverage which appeared 
below t h e  fo ld .  The l a t t e r  curves u t i l i z i n g  t h e  concept 
of  placement t h e r e f o r e  o f f e r i n g  a  means of comparison and 
p a r t y  performance, 
Time and Placement i n  t h e  Globe, Graphs 1 and 2 
During t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  campaign, t h e  P.C. Total  
Coverage Curve presented  on Graph 1 can be g e n e r a l l y  
c l a s s i f i e d  by t h e  ISD system as i n c r e a s e ,  a s  can both 
t h e  Above The Fold Coverage curve and t h e  Below The Fold 
Goverage curve presented i n  Graph 2. However, f o r  t h e  
second h a l f ,  The To ta l  Coverage Curve sugges ts  a  decrease 
i n  column inches ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  Week 4. By examining 
t he  o t h e r  curves we immediately see  t h a t  t h e  suggested 
decrease  occurs below t h e  f o l d ,  whereas above t h e  fo ld  
coverage a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e s  t o  a  peak a t  Week 5. 
For t h e  L i b e r a l s ,  a  s i m i l a r  inc rease  i n  t h e  Tota l  
Coverage Curve f o r  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  campaign i s  
discovered,  But t h e  Above Fold Coveragecurve and 
Below Fold Coverage Curve d e v i a t e  r a d i c a l l y ,  The 
Above Fold approximates a  decrease while t h e  Below Fold 
i n d i c a t e s  increase .  The second h a l f  Tota l  Coverage 
Curve f o r  t h e  L i b e r a l s  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  decrease over 
time. The Above Fold r e p l i c a t e s  t h i s  t r end  while the  
Below Fold i s  marked by gradual  inc rease ,  Overa l l ,  
t h e  L ibe ra l  performance i n  t h e  l a t t e r  per iod  of t h e  
campaign could be ranked as poor. 
The N.D,P. un l ike  t h e  L i b e r a l s ,  appear from t h e i r  
Tota l  Coverage t o  s e t  of f  on t h e  wrong f o o t ;  t h e  Total  
Coverage i s  marred by a  sharp decrease a t  Week 3. The 
f i r s t  per iod  summary i s  somewhat br ightened by t h e  
Above Fold peak a t  Week 2. The second period Tota l  
Coverage i n d i c a t e s  an  N.D,P, recovery a t  Week 4. However, 
t h e  Below Fold shows c l e a r l y  t h a t  any i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h i s  
per iod  genera l ly  tend t o  o r i g i n a t e  below t h e  fo ld .  
I n  summary, t h e  Globe begins a l l  p a r t i e s  competi t i -  
ve ly ,  The f i r s t  per iod  curves r e v e a l  a  "jockeying f o r  
p o s i t i o n " ,  However, t h e  t r end  soon becomes c l e a r ,  T& 
Conservatives take t h e  l ead  and i n c r e a s e  t h i s  l e a d  i n  
the  second h a l f .  The L i b e r a l s  enjoy some success  a t  
\leek 3, but only t o  decrease above and below f o l d  l a t e r -  
The N.D.P., a l though apparent ly competi t ive i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  h a l f ,  only manage t o  win t h e  bottom h a l f  of t h e  
paper,  * 
Time and Placement i n  the  S t a r  (Graphs 3,4)  
The To ta l  Coverage f o r  t h e  L i b e r a l s  i n d i c a t e s  s t a b i -  
l i t y  throughout t h e  campaign, Time appears an i r r e l e -  
vant  cons idera t ion .  The f i r s t  ha l f  i s  marked by a 
gradual inc rease  t o  Week 3. The Above P'old, however, 
i n d i c a t e s  a  peak a t  Week 3,  while t h e  Below Fold i s  a t  
a  low a t  Week 2, The second ha l f  Total  Coverage exhi- 
b i t s  a  genera l  decrease.  This,  however, i s  no t  mirrored 
i n  t h e  placement curves.  The Above Fold s u f f e r s  a ' 
decrease ,  whereas t h e  Below Fold i s  marked by increase .  
The Conservative To ta l  Coverage i s  l e s s  i r r e g u l a r  
than i t s  coun te rpa r t  i n  t h e  Globe. I n  t h e  f i r s t  per iod 
i t  i s  marked by a  gradual  increase .  This  d i f f e r s  from 
the  Above Fold which i n d i c a t e s  a  decrease and t h e  Below 
Fold which enjoys a  sharp  inc rease  a t  week two because 
a l l  t h e  f i r s t  week coverage was above t h e  fo ld .  The 
Tota l  Coverage f o r  t h e  second per iod  i s  a  con t inua t ion  
of t h e  f i r s t  per iod i n c r e a s e  u n t i l  Week 4. The a l t e r -  
n a t e  curves i n d i c a t e  t h e  Conservative second period 
performance t o  be g e n e r a l l y  above t h e  f o l d  with a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  peak a t  Week 4. 
The N.D.P. appears  through t h e i r  Tota l  Coverage t o  
depend on t h e  Conservatives.  That i s ,  each Conserva- 
t i v e  i n c r e a s e  i s  met by a  propor t ionate  N,D.P, decrease. 
The Below Fold. o f f e r s  some i n d i c a t i o n  of where t h e  
N.D.P. coverage appeared, namely below t h e  f o l d .  The 
second h a l f  of t h e  campaign i s  somewhat k inder  t o  t h e  
N.D.P.; an inc rease  a t  Week 4 occurs  both above and 
below t h e  fold.  
Much a s  i n  t h e  Globe, Week 3 i n  t h e  S t a r  appears  t o  
be t h a t  c r u c i a l  per iod  i n  t h e  campaign. It r e p r e s e n t s  
t h e  beginning of an i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  N.D.P. Differences 
wi th in  t h e  newspapers a r e  ev ident  however. I n  t h e  
Globe, t h e  N.D.P. was r e l e g a t e d  t o  below t h e  f o l d  
coverage, whereas t h e  S t a r  appeared more generous with 
.I 
t h e  b e t t e r  placement coverage. The d i f f e r e n c e  was 
due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S t a r  was w i l l i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  1 
Conservative column inches  above t h e  f o l d  t o  t h e  N.D.P. 
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  weeks of t h e  campaign, while t h e  Glove I 
was not. I n  f a c t ,  i t  was i n  Week 5 t h a t  t h e  Conserva- 
t i v e  peaked above t h e  f o l d  i n  t h e  Globe with a 37% 1 
d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e i r  frequency and t h a t  of t h e  - . . 
N.D.P.'s. I n  t h e  S t a r ,  t h e  Week 5 d i f fe rence  between 
t h e  two p a r t i e s  was only 4%. The Star t r e a t e d  t h e  
L i b e r a l s  with a  c e r t a i n  consis tency.  Their  performance 
i n  both  time per iods  was balanced above and below t h e  
fold.  The t reatment  of the  L i b e r a l s  i n  t h e  Globe, was 
anything but  c o n s i s t e n t ,  t h e  f i r s t  per iod coverage i n  
few ways resembling t h e  coverage of t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f .  
Time and Placement on t h e  Front and E lec t ion  Page 
(Graphs 5-12) 
The f r o n t  page of a newspaper p resen t s  t o  t h e  publ ic  
what t h e  e d i t o r s  of a  newspaper be l i eve  t o  be most news- 
worthy. It t h e r e f o r e  se rves  a s  an i n d i c a t o r  of e d i t o r i a l  
pol icy.  On t h e  Globe 's  f r o n t  page, t h e  Tota l  Coverage 
Curve f o r  t h e  Conservatives i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
per iod ,  then  decreases  t o  a low a t  Week 4, only t o  
i n c r e a s e  again  a t  Week 5. By examining t h e  placement 
curves ,  we see  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  per iod  inc reases  occurred 
mainly below t h e  fo ld .  However, t h e  second per iod  
coverage i s  predominately above t h e  fo ld .  The Above 
Fold Coverage Curve drops only i n  mid-campaign, weeks 
34. The L ibe ra l  Tota l  Coverage i s  a t  f i r s t  t y p i f i e d  
by decrease but  r ega ins  t o  peak a t  week 3. The second 
period performance shows con t inua l  decrease.  The Above 
Fold mi r ro r s  t h i s  r a p i d  decrease over time. The N.D.P. 
t o t a l  coverage curve inc reases  i n  t h e  f i r s t  period. 
However, t h e  inc rease  i s  minimal and t h e  Above Fold 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  it i s  not  u n t i l  week 3 than any N.D.P. 
column inches  appear above t h e  f o l d ,  The second period 
i s  somewhat b e t t e r .  The Tota l  Coverage inc reases  
r a d i c a l l y  a t  week 4. Most of i t ,  however, occurs below 
t h e  fo ld .  It i s  only a t  week 4 t h a t  t h e  N.D.P. do 
reasonably wel l  ahove t h e  f o l d ,  and even t h i s  perform- 
ance does not  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  outmatch t h e  Conservatives 
o r  L ibe ra l s .  
The f r o n t  page of t h e  Globe dramatizes t h e  week 3 
dec l ine  of t h e  L i b e r a l s  and week 4 inc reases  of t h e  N.D.P. 
Of interest is the Conservative increases in the second 
period, and of special interest is the Liberal decline 
both above and below the fold in that same period. 
Also worth noting is the N.D.P. increase occurring 
below the fold. 
The reason for this distribution in the latter weeks 
of the campaign is the virtual disappearance of the 
Liberals from the front page of the Globe. 
The front page of the Star offered a somewhat differ- 
ent distribution. The Conservative Total Coverage 
remained high in the first period although classified 
as decrease, The Below Fold indicates that week 1 
coverage was entirely above the fold. In the second 
period the Total Coverage remains high except for a 
drop at week 4. The Above Fold replicates this decrease 
at week 4 only to increase to a peak at week 5. Of 
interest is that this week 5 high occurred entirely 
above the fold, The Liberal Total Coverage indicates 
a decrease at week 2. However, the placement curves 
indicate thals_all~column inches in the first period 
originated above the fold. In the second period, the 
Liberal Total Coverage decreases with the Above Fold, 
revealing that week 4 was the Liberal's lowest period 
of the campaign above the fold, The N,D,P, total 
coverage curve exhibits increase in the first peniod 
because of the absence of any coverage in the first 
week. The Above Fold indicates that only at week 2 
did the N.D.P. receive any above the fold coverage in 
the first period. The second period Total Coverage 
is again marked by increase, week 4 representing an 
N.D.P. high, the Above Fold indicating that the front 
page for that week was dominated by N.D.P. coverage. 
The balance of the Total Coverage is made up of below 
the fold coverage. 
The Above Fold Coverage Curve for the Conservative 
and Liberal parties exhibit similar trends, both in- 
creasing and decreasing over time in a similar way, 
al though t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  column inches remained con- 
s i d e r a b l e .  Of i n t e r e s t  i n  these  curves i s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  each decrease i s  responded t o  by an N.D,P, increase.  
The t r e n d  i s  much d i f f e r e n t  than t h a t  of t h e  Globe, 
The Globe 's  f r o n t  page coverage of week 4 w a s  
extremely competit ive.  It was not  u n t i l  week 5 t h a t  
t h e  Conservat ives  emerged supreme above t h e  f o l d  and 
t h e  N.D,P. below, The Libera l  performance i n  t h i s  
per iod  achieved an a l l  time low, The week f o u r  coverage 
i n  t h e  S t a r  presented a l l  N,D,P, column inches above the  
f o l d  and a t  week 5, a l l  column inches  below t h e  fo ld .  
The L i b e r a l s  d i d  considerably b e t t e r  a t  week 5 i n  t h e  
S t a r ,  while t h e  Conservative r e a s s e r t e d  themselves 
a f t e r  t h e i r  week 4 drop. I n  both papers a s  E-day 
approached, t h e  N.D.P. was de legated  t o  below t h e  f o l d  
coverage. Above t h e  f o l d ,  t h e  L i b e r a l ~ ~ r e m a i n e d  more 
competi t ive i n  t h e  S t a r  than  they d i d  i n  t h e  Globe. 
The e l e c t i o n  page un l ike  t h e  f r o n t  page appears  l i k e  
an e l e c t i o n  journal.  Differences i n  column inches 
should be minor while placement should remain important,  
t o  a c t  a s  a balancing agent. The Tota l  Coverage Curves 
bear  t h i s  out. Each p a r t y  had i t s  peaks and troughs 
and they  balanced performance on t h e  f r o n t  page. The 
Conservatives i n  t h e  Globe d id  b e s t  on the  e l e c t i o n  
page i n  t h a t  per iod i n  which they d i d  poorly on t h e  
f r o n t  page. The campaign was t y p i f i e d  by above t h e  
f o l d  coverage, f i rs t  beginning with the  N.D.P., then 
t h e  L i b e r a l s ,  and f i n a l l y  t h e  Conservatives. A s  t h e  
campaign progressed,  t h e  N.D.P. were inc reas ing ly  dele- 
ga ted  t o  below t h e  f o l d ,  while t h e  Conservatives and 
L i b e r a l s  appeared above t h e  f o l d ,  
The S t a r  e l e c t i o n  page i s  of i n t e r e s t .  Front page 
performance i s  no t  r e f l e c t e d  on t h e  e l e c t i o n  page. The 
dramatic N.D.P. i n c r e a s e  a t  week 4 appears as a de- 
crease on the  e l e c t i o n  page. The second pe r iod  t r e a t -  
ment of t h e  Conservatives i s  most i n t e r e s t i n g  and, q u i t e  
unlike that of the Globe, it is marked by decrease 
both above and below the fold. The Liberals are 
generally typified by increase. 
Issue Interaction 
The discussion of column inches to this point has 
purposely avoided mention of the nature of that con- 
tent. Observation has indicated that parties expe- 
rience increases and decreases throughout the campaign. 
It has been noted that in the Globe, Liberal performance 
decreases at week 3 whereas at the beginning of the 
campaign the Liberals enjoyed a competitive position 
with the Conservatives, These increases and decreases 
correlate with specific issues. The first period of 
Liberal coverage centered on Integrity and Education, 
issues that Nixon attempted to link directly with the 
Premier, The Liberal strategy was to attack; the 
"nice guy" image of Nixon disappeared completely in a 
TV debate in which he and the Premier clearly exhibited 
their dislike of each other. The second period peaks 
experienced by the N.D.P. indicate a different approach 
to conducting a campaign and gaining headlines. From 
the outset, Lewis refused to endorse Integrity as an 
issue. Instead, he began to center on a small number 
of issues, the most newsworthy being rent increase in 
Metro. The Conservative peaks early in the campaign 
center around Davis defending his integrity. In a 
campaign in which he was not going to make promises, he 
began to effectively utilize the resources of an in- 
cumbent (Wilson, J. 1975). It was these promises that < 
dominated the Globe's front page in the second period 
of the campaign. This can be demonstrated by compar- 
ing the Globe's and the Star's coverage of Davis policy 
announcements. The Globe coverage of Davis1 new pro- 
gram statements totaled 165 column inches, of which 35% 
made it to the front page. The Star reported 191 
column Inches of Davls promises. However, only 3% of 
this coverage appeared on the frontpage. 
Another grouping of column inches t h a t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  
was t h a t  genera l ly  devoted t o  t h e  l e a d e r s t  t o u r ,  pa r ty  
organiza t ion  and such. In  t h e  Globe, t h e  Conservatives 
rece ived  186", t h e  L i b e r a l s  122", and t h e  N.D.P. 169"; 
t h e  percentage t h a t  made i t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  page was: 
P.C. = 34%, Lib.= 0$, and N.D.P. =7%. I n  t h e  S t a r ,  t h e  
t o t a l s  were: P.C.=116", L ibe ra l "  167", and N.D.P. = 154", 
t h e  percentages of f r o n t  page coverage were: P.C.=21%, 
L i b e r a l  = 2456, and N.D.P. = 0%. The d a t a  would seem t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  newspapers' determinat ion 01 what was 
newsworthy regarding  t h e  l e a d e r s '  t o u r s  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  
ss r responds  with t h e  pa r ty  they had endorsed. 
The one i s s u e  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t h e  two papers was 
' r e n t  c o n t r o l ' .  The N.D.P. was respons ib le  f o r  f u e l i n g  
t h i s  f i r e  and t h e r e f o r e  received t h e  major i ty  of cover- 
age. I n  t h e  Globe, t h i s  i s s u e  accounted f o r  23% of t h e  
N.D.P.'s t o t a l  coverage. I n  t h e  Gtar ,  r e n t  c o n t r o l  com- 
p r i s e d  36% of t h e  N.D.P. t o t a l  coverage, I n  f a c t ,  one 
out  of every 3 N.D.P. column inches concerned r e n t  con- 
t r o l .  I t  i s  t h i s  r evea l ing  f a c t  t h a t  expla ins  t h e  
cu r ious  N.D.P. placement matrix. 
The S t a r ' s  handl ing of t h i s  i s s u e  i s  of i n t e r e s t .  
Over a  three-day per iod  from September6 t o  9 ,  t h e  paper 
not  only fea tu red  t h i s  i s s u e  on t h e  h o n t  page, but 
turned over a l l  of page t h r e e  t o  " r e n t  gouging a n a l y s i s u .  
It a l s o  made appeals  t o  r eaders  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  
personal  accounts of " ren t  gouging" and consequently 
turned over t h e  e n t i r e  " l e t t e r s  page1' t o  these  accounts. 
It f e a t u r e d  photos of homeless f a m i l i e s ,  of pensioners  
s tanding  with the  l i n i n g s  of t h e i r  pockets hanging out. 
A t  t h i s  t ime,  i t  a l s o  e d i t o r i a l l y  endorsed r e n t  cont ro l .  
This copy, i t  must be remembered, i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
coverage given Stephen Lewis and h i s  ' 'horror s t o r i e s t t  
concerning r e n t  gouging. The S t a r t s  p resen ta t ion  of 
t h i s  will be re tu rned  t o  a t  a l a t e r  time. 
It must be remembered t h a t  a  newspaper i n  s e l e c t i n g  
crucial issues during an election may be incorrect. 
Pamlett (1975) discusses how the country's newspapers 
misread the 1974 federal election. This fact is worth 
remembering in discussing the Star's handling of the 
rent control issue, 
An Analysis of Photographs 
The analysis to date has revealed that both news- 
papers presented the campaign differently. These dif- 
ferences indicate not only that the newspapers endorsed 
different political parties, but also suggest indivi- 
dual sGyles. The Globe's editorial pages appear more 
balanced, neutral and consistent than the Star's, The 
presentation of the rent control issue in the Star 
remains open to all-egations of sensationalism, In 
seeking another source of data to validate these con- 
clusions, a soupce which would not only reveal political 
bias but also remain sensitive to differences in style, 
an analysis of the newspaper1's photographs was under- 
taken. Webb et a1 (1965), in their examination of un- 
obtrusive measures suggest pictures to be a "fine, 
relatively unusedu indicator of political bias, Editors 
select each photograph from a very large number of pos- 
sible choices, and the particular one that is chosen 
should be of interest. Matthews (1957) noted in his 
examination of the British Press: 
The (photographs) can be made to lie,., as 
Lord Northcliffe was one of the first to 
discover. When he was using the Daily Mail 
to try to get Asquith out as Prime Minister 
and Lloyd George, in, he once issued this 
order: "Get a smiling picture of Lloyd 
George, and underneath put the caption 
'Do it now'. and net the worst ~ossible 
picture of Asyuith and label itL 'Wait and 
see'. (15) 
The p i c t u r e s  were n o t  on ly  r a t e d  i n  terms of what 
t h e y  p o r t r a y e d  and t h e  accompanying c a p t i o n  ( o r  i n  
t h e  G lobe ' s  c a s e ,  accompanyin6 d e s c r i p t i o n ) ,  An a t -  
tempt was a l s o  made t o  t a p  t h e  most p r e v a l e n t  manner of 
p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i n  p u r e l y  a d e s c r i p t i v e  way. Each photo 
of a l e a d e r  was coded t o  a s c e r t a i n  h i s  type  of c l o t h i n g , ,  
s i t u a t i o n ,  a c t i v i t y  and d i s p o s i t i o n ,  By then  n o t i n g  
t h e  f requency  of each ,  a  g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  of t h e  p re s -  
e n t a t i o n  of each l e a d e r  cou ld  be made. I n  t h e  Globe, 
Prenlier Davis w a s  cu s tomar i l y  p r e s e n t e d  i n  formal  
c l o t h i n g ,  remaining dominant,  b u t  u s u a l l y  surrounded 
by a sma l l  number of  people  t o  whom he was e i t h e r  
speak in5  o r  l i s t e n i n g .  They were u s u a l l y  a l l  smil ing.  
Nixon a l s o  appeared fo rma l ly  c l o t h e d .  However, he  
was u s u a l l y  accompanied by a L i b e r a l  c a n d i d a t e  and 
t h e  p i c t u r e  p re sen t ed  them both  a s  campaigning. They 
were shown a c t i v e l y  shak ing  hands and smil ing.  Lewis 
on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  appeared f o r m a l l y  d r e s s e d  an equa l  
number of t imes  a s  c a s u a l l y  d ressed .  Ra ther  t han  
appear  wi th  o t h e r  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  he  was wi th  h i s  f ami ly  
and u s u a l l y  invo lved  i n  some p l a y f u l  o r  r e l a x e d  act i ; i ty .  
H e  t o o  was smi l ing .  
The t a b l e  below shows the  f requency  of t h e  v a r i o u s  
r a t i n g s  of  each l e a d e r s  photograph,  
Table 17  
L e a d e r ' s  Photo by Ra t ing  i n  t h e  Globe 
rat in^ Davis Nixon Lewis 
Neutra.1 5 5 7 2 
P o s i t i v e  4 4 
PTegative - - 
5 
- 
T o t a l  
Photos  i n  t h e  Globe a r e  n o t  p r e s e n t e d  w i th  a c a p t i o n  
and a s  can  be seen  from t h e  t a b l e ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of 
photographs  was n e u t r a l ,  and balanced,  
In the Star, Davis was presented again in formal 
attire. However, this time ha was accompanied by his I 
wife and daughters. They were all shown speaking and 
smiling, Robert 'Nixon was again dressed formally. 
However, in the Star he was either shown in one-to-one 
situations with voters or in large crowd shots. In 
all cases he was smiling. Lewis dressed casually for 
the Star, He was portrayed as dominant in most photos 
and most often speaking with a serious expression, 
although occasionally with a smile on his face. 
The Star photo ratings appear below. 
Table 18 
Leader's Photos by Rating in the Star 
Rat in6 Davis Nixon Lewis 
-- 
Neutral 8 4 2 
Positive 1 7' 1 
Negative 
- 1 - 0 2 -
Total 10 11 5 
Rating pictures in the Star was made easier by it8 
use of the caption, The distribution across parties is 
not balanced, nor is it neutral. For example, when 
Stephen Lewis refused a debate with Robert Nixon. the 
Star selected a picture of a 'confused, angry Lewis' 
leaving the CFTO studio and presented it with this head, 
"Lewisl Debates With Himselfu, A picture of Davis, 
apparently arguing with a man was captioned with, "He'd 
Clip the Premier". The man was a barber. Nixon, on the 
other hand, was presented on the front page in a scene 
where he was one-to-one, leaning over an elderly lady. 
They were shaking hands. 
The Star's photographs substantiate earlier findings 
regarding political bias. They also show that this is 
a paper earnestly concerned with marketing a product, 
and not beneath sensationalizing an issue and distorting 
an event. 
Conclusion 
The data has presented as well as answered numerous 
questions. The concept of placement has proven an 
interesting indicator of newsworthiness. Earlier 
indices of bias equated fair and representative coverage 
with equal treatment, Inherent in the concept of place- 
ment was that coverage would be unequal and that certain 
coverage should be preferred, The placement matrix 
hypothesized that the endorsed party could expect a 
significant Tau C.value, This prediction held true for 
the Globe and Mail. However, the Toronto Star produced 
values for Tau C which required explanation. These 
unexpected values were welcome. It was posited that 
an explanation of these curious distributions would be 
of greater heuristic value. Consequently, the N.D.P. 
placement matrix was broken down and it revealed that the 
presentation of a single issue over a short period of 
time accounted for the significant Tau C value. 
This discovery awakens concern, particularly in the 
light of recent research investigating the impact on 
voters of image oriented content compared to factual, 
issue oriented content, (Patterson, McClure; 1376). 
The authors concluded that regular viewing of tele- 
vision network news had little or no influence on how 
voters learned about the candidates' stand on issues, 
However, newspapers were far more effective in making 
voters better-informed on the issues, The researches 
state: "The minutes people spent reading their news- 
papers, unlike the minutes they gave to watching net- 
work news, clearly increased their awareness..,and 
they learned substantially more." (16) The interesting 
aspect of this research--I would argue-- is that newspa- 
pers are capable of increasing awareness. If this is 
the case, then readers of the Star must have perceived 
the rent issue rather differently than readers of the 
Globe. Of course, the Star might rationalize its 
treatment of "rent control1' by assessing it solely as 
a Metro Toronto issue, the retail area which it serves. 
The Globe, on the other hand, makes claim to being 
"Canada's National Newspaper". Nevertheless, the fact 
remaimthat this issue's presentation in the Star as . I 
the number one concern in Metro, and. breaking as it; 
did in the later weeks of the campaign, it must have 
substantially aided swing voters in deciding upon a 
particular party. This may, in part, help explain 
the N.D.P, success in Metro Toronto. Ironically, the 
Star may have killed any chances the Liberals had of 
becoming the government of Ontario. 
Footnotes 
(Editorial Note: In reducing Mr. Jordan's thesis to 
publishable proportions - 42 pages with graphs to 21 
pages of text without graphs - some footnotes fell by 
the wayside or were disarranged. Two remained relevant: 
15. E. Webb, p.78 16. R. McClure, T.E. Patterson 
The author also mentioned the statistical tool, Tau C, 
which is an ordinal measure of association based on 
the conceptualiza.tion of the data as a universe of 
ordered (and "tied") pairs of cases on the two variables 
being considered. ) 
* All underl.ini.ngs are by Media Probe to stress a 
final significant finding arising from much data. 
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